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Be a Santa to a Senior program returns 

to College Square Mall

CEDAR FALLS, IA – Shoppers are invited to reprise the role of Santa by donating a much needed gift to a Cedar Valley senior citizen this holiday season.  Starting Friday, November 6 through Sunday, December 13, shoppers can select a wish tag from the Be a Santa to a Senior tree, in College Square Mall’s west wing, and give a gift.  

Last year, in the local program’s kick off year, more than 200 seniors received a gift from the Be a Santa to a Senior program.  This year, the need is just as great, as hundreds of local low income seniors are represented on the tree.

Shoppers are invited to select a wish tag from the Be a Santa to a Senior tree, purchase the gift, and drop off unwrapped gifts at the mall’s customer service center by December 13.  Gifts will be wrapped and delivered in time for Christmas.  Simple gifts of socks, blankets and slippers make ideal choices.  This program is a partnership with Home Instead Senior Care and College Square Mall. 

Home Instead Senior Care works with local non profit agencies like the Hawkeye Valley Area Agency on Aging (www.hvaaa.org) to ensure that low income, and sometimes isolated, seniors receive gifts and companionship through the Be a Santa to a Senior Program.  
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The community is encouraged to submit names of qualifying seniors by contacting Rhonda Riley, Home Instead Senior Care Community marketing director and service representative at (319) 266-5999 or rhonda.riley@homeinstead.com.  Names may also be submitted by filling out a registration form available at the College Square Mall customer service center.  


Home Instead Senior Care (www.homeinstead.com/home.aspx) in Cedar Falls is a local franchise whose mission is to enable seniors to live happy, healthy, and independent lives in their homes.  In the past four years, the nationwide Be a Santa to a Senior program activated 63,000 volunteers and delivered 900,000 gifts to 500,000 seniors.  

College Square Mall offers value shopping close to home.  Located at 6301 University Avenue, College Square is home to Von Maur, Younkers, Scheels All Sports, a 130-seat food court and a 12-screen all-stadium seating theatre.  College Square Mall’s newest merchant is Old Chicago, an eatery known for 110 brews, pasta and pizza. 

College Square Mall’s holiday hours begin Friday, November 27, when the shopping center is open 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.  

College Square Mall supports the Cedar Valley with multiple programs throughout the year.  Past activities include:  The Back to School Project, Be a Santa to a Senior, Nonprofit Community Day, Shoes That Fit, Fun Bunch, Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation Walk for a Cure, Miss Cedar River Scholarship Program, Northeast Iowa Food Bank Gift Wrapping, Pennies with a Purpose, Toys for Tots and College Square Kids Read! 

More information about stores, services and events is available at www.collegesquare.com or (319) 277-3636.
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College Square Mall is owned and managed by GK Development, Inc.

About GK Development, Inc.

GK Development acquires, re-develops, manages and leases well-located properties in growing markets.  The Barrington, Illinois-based company owns 5 million square feet of space located in nine states.  The company was founded in 1995.  For more information visit www.gkdevelopment.com
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