For immediate release

May 19, 2009

Contact:

Billy Buckridge 319-277-3636

College Square Mall

billy.csq@gkdevelopment.com

Adventure awaits at the College Square Kids Read! summer program

CEDAR FALLS, IA – Take a trip to far off lands, discover new worlds, make new friends and win cool prizes in the College Square Kids Read! summer reading program at College Square Mall.


The successful program kicks off its second year Sunday, June 14 for children age two to 11.  

Families can pick up Kids Read! program entry forms and guidelines between June 1 and June 17 at the shopping center’s Customer Service Center.  


Youngsters are encouraged to read at least 60 minutes per week (or to be read to, in the case of small children), and to read a total of 1,200 minutes between June 14 and August 8.  Parents or guardians record minutes read and report the tally at the mall’s Customer Service Center. 


Children can read and participate in the program anywhere: at home, at the beach, under a shady tree.  Children who reach the minimum required minutes will earn valuable prizes including a $10 gift card to a College Square Mall store.  

Eighty children completed last year’s challenge and received College Square Mall gift cards for their efforts.  Waterloo resident Fran Hartke’s nine-year old daughter participated in last year’s reading program.  While Hartke acknowledges that her daughter is less than enthusiastic about reading…. “She was motivated to read because she wanted a gift card.”

College Square Mall’s Kids Read! program is a partnership with the Cedar Falls Public Library that also includes a variety of puppet shows based on children’s books and a monthly book swap. 

“My daughter has a lot of books so the book swap segment was a perfect way to revive her collection,” said Hartke, “and we are looking forward to it again this summer.” 

The book swaps and puppet shows are slated for 11 a.m. Thursday, June 11, Thursday, July 16 and Thursday, Aug. 13 near UniversiTEES in the shopping center’s west wing.

For guidelines about the College Square Kids Read! summer reading program, or information about stores, services and events visit www.collegesquare.com or call (319) 277-3636.


College Square Mall’s newest merchant is Old Chicago, an eatery known for 110 brews, pasta and pizza.

College Square Mall is open from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday and noon to 6 p.m. Sunday.    

College Square Mall supports the Cedar Valley with multiple programs throughout the year.  Past activities include: The Back to School Project, Community Day, Shoes That Fit, Fun Bunch, Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation Walk for a Cure, Miss Cedar River Scholarship Program, Northeast Iowa Food Bank Gift Wrapping, Pennies with a Purpose, Toys for Tots and College Square Kids Read!

College Square Mall is owned and managed by GK Development, Inc.

About GK Development, Inc.

GK Development acquires, re-develops, manages and leases well-located properties in growing markets.  The Barrington, Illinois-based company owns 5 million square feet of space located in nine states. The company was founded in 1995.  For more information visit www.gkdevelopment.com.
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